
Waiheke Boating Club inc 

New Starters to the Junior Learn to Sail programme 

 
HOW TO JOIN 
 
Visit http://www.waihekeboatclub.co.nz/new-page-1/ 
 
Fill in and return the Junior membership form 
 
What the sailing programme is about 

 This is a programme to get your child sailing and participating with the club 

 We follow the ‘National Sailing Scheme’ created by Yachting New Zealand and work through exercises in the 
work book building on skills 

 It is designed for the beginner, to learn basic sailing skills and then progress on to racing skills, whilst enjoying 
the pleasures of mucking around in sail boats. 

Theory 
Sailing is a complex sport, the learning never stops, To get your child started, they need to commit to learning 
basic theory. This is not arduous, but requires some home study of the YNZ National Sailing Programme 
workbook and reference to some websites. If no effort is made to learn basic concepts and terminology, those 
volunteering their time as instructors will feel great compassion for your child, having to put up with crap parents 
Attendance 
If you cannot come at least  50% of club days, your child will only pick things up slowly and feel they are getting 
left behind, as well as slowing up others making the effort. Do not join if you cannot make the time. 
Age 
Minimum Age, 9yrs.  This is the age most clubs set as a minimum, although there are exceptions. 
What Boat   
Optimists are our main learner boat, however we would accept older, heavier and more mature kids in the club's 
intermediate class, the Laser 4.7.  Under consideration for 2017 is the Starling class. 

If you have not already got a boat, you will need to buy one. We can offer assistance/advice to help with this. 
There are heaps of really positive things that come with owning a boat that you will not appreciate until you do, 
but you have to commit. 

Equipping boats 
This is not a cheap sport and we discourage unnecessary spending so to keep this available to as many people as 
possible. You do not need a brand new dinghy and there frequently boats available on the island from families 
that are trading up. Boats are also available on the trading sites such as Trademe. However you certainly do need 
the required safety gear.  

Ensuring your child’s boat is satisfactorily equipped and maintained is fundamental to your child’s safety and 
enjoyment. 

Rules and Conditions 
This will be our 11th season of operation, we have learnt from experience and these rules have been sharpened up 
to meet operational and safety requirements. Please read and understand before joining. We want this to be a fun 
time for all, but these rules and conditions are set for safety and operational reasons and must be accepted. 

Those who run the operation and programme, do not want to be tested through non-compliance. To make this 
work we must also have confidence in the minimum safety standards being met by all participants 

Who Runs this Programme 
A group of keen dinghy sailors turned coaches, who are all volunteers, assisted by the parents. Parents are 
expected to be on hand to help and assist their kids with rigging their boat. No experience is necessary. 
  
Can you try before you buy? 
We will endeavour to give your child a trial in someone else’s boat, then you need to buy a boat and join the club. 

The club does not own any sail boats for hire or lease. 

  

NOTE: To participate in this course, you first need to be a member of the Club. Due to the financial outlay 
required, we will allow up to 2 introductory sessions prior to formally joining the club and programme. 
All participants, whether formal or informal, must adhere to all rules and instructions as per above. 
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